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1925 November 6, 1903 

Cases of yellow fever in Dewitt County. 

San Antonio, Tex., October 27, 1903. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that, as stated in my telegram 
of yesterday, the yellow fever seen by Doctor Tabor and myself in 
Dewitt Count}', near Cuero, can be quite certainly traced to Laredo. 

The house in which these cases have all occurred is located on a ranch 
about 11 miles north of Cuero and the railroad, nearly 2 miles from 
any other habitation, and about the same distance from the public 
road. 

On September 21 a Mr. A., who had been employed in Laredo, left 
that place for Cuero, going directly to the house in question and 
arriving there about September 25. It will be recalled that the former 
date is only a day or so in advance of the official declaration of the 
fever at Laredo. 

On September 25 Mr. A. was taken sick. He was not seen by any 
physician, but was prescribed for over the telephone, his case being 
diagnosticated, from the symptoms given, as dengue fever. He made 
an uneventful recovery and left the ranch soon after. 

On October 13, or eighteen days after Mr. A's. being taken sick, 
Mrs. B. became ill. She was seen and treated by a physician, her case 
being at first considered a severe one of dengue. 

On October 16 Mr. B. was taken with the same disease. His case 
from the first excited the suspicion of the attending physician, and 
during the course of the disease not a symptom of yellow fever was 
wanting. He died with black vomit and suppression of urine on the 
morning of October 26. 

During the night of October 25 Mrs. C. was taken sick with the same 
symptoms that had characterized the other three cases. 

Doctor Tabor and myself arrived on the ranch the afternoon of the 
26th. Mrs. B. was considered by us both and by the attending physi- 
cian, Doctor Reuss, as convalescing from yellow fever, and Mrs. C. 
the first day of the disease. 

Several stegomyise were seen in the house, one in particular being 
caught in Mrs. B.'s sick room. 

A necropsy was held on the body of Mr. B. about eight hours after 
death. The appearance of the cadaver and the necropsic findings were 
absolutely typical and conclusive. 

These cases, I think, isolated as they were on this ranch, present a 
very conclusive example of the period of extrinsic incubation of the 
disease, and for that reason I have reported them in detail. 
Respectfully, 

T. F. Richardson, 

The Surgeon-General. Assistant Surgeon. 

Insj>ection at Houston and Beaumont, October 2^-27, 1903, by Dr. C. L. 
Horton, medical inspector. 

New Orleans, October 27, 1903. 

Dear Doctor: As requested by you, I left on the 9 o'clock train 
Saturday night, October 24, for Houston, Tex. , thence to Beaumont to 
ascertain if the health authorities there were requiring passengers from 
western Texas to swear that they have not been within the last five 
days in any place infected with yellow fever. 

I arrived at Houston about 10 o'clock Sunda} 7 morning. I at once 
proceeded to the office of the city health officer, Doctor Brumby. 
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Doctor Brumby told me that Houston had a rigid quarantine against 
all infected points and that he and the county health officer, Dr. J. E. 
Hamilton, were working together to keep yellow fever out of Houston 
and Harris County, and that they had guards stationed at the different 
points on the county line where the railroads entered from the north, 
south, and west. 

We arranged a conference with Doctor Hamilton for 3 o'clock Sun- 
day afternoon. At the conference were Doctor Brumby, Doctor Ham- 
ilton, Dr. O. L. Norsworthy, a member of the Houston board of health, 
and myself. I told the gentlemen the object of my visit and asked them 
to show me their method of quarantine against infected points. 

They told me they had a detention camp just out of the city limits 
at a place called Blodgett, where they placed some passengers from 
San Antonio on the 21st of October, the first day they heard yellow 
fever was in San Antonio and before they had time to place guards at 
the county-line stations. 

I had already visited Blodgett with Doctor Norsworthy and saw the 
detention camp was properly isolated and guarded. 

Doctor Hamilton then explained to me that as soon as possible after 
quarantine was declared against San Antonio he placed quarantine guards 
at the following stations on the county line, who inspected all trains 
from the west and required each passenger to swear that he or she had 
not been within the past seven days in San Antonio or any point sup- 
posed to be infected with yellow fever, and the passenger was to sign 
under oath the form of certificate herewith attached. 

The following are the county -line stations where guards are stationed 
and the names of the railroads passing those stations: Missouri City, 
on the Southern Pacific; Clodine, on the Aransas Pass; Katy, on the 
Missouri, Kansas and Texas; Hockley, on Houston and Texas Central 
and Austin branch; Spring, on the International and Great Northern; 
Humble, on Houston, East and West Texas. 

At each of these places on the county line there is a detention camp, 
and all passengers who refuse to swear they have not been in an 
infected place or refuse to sign the certificate are placed in the deten- 
tion camp and detained for six days. 

No train is allowed to enter Houston unless it has an O. K. order 
from the quarantine guards at the county line. As an additional pre- 
caution Doctor Hamilton has six quarantine guards at Rosenberg, in 
Fort Bend (the adjoining) County, where the Southern Pacific, Santa Fe 
and New York, and Texas and Mexican railroads cross. 

These guards meet all trains from the west and go through them 
and swear each passenger separately, and then give the conductor an 
O. K. order on to the county line, where the train is again stopped 
and reinspected, unless the conductor has a certificate of inspection 
from the guards at Rosenberg. 

1 told Doctor Hamilton I would like to go to some of the county-line 
stations and see his guards inspect a train, and he told me to select 
any place I wished to visit. I chose Missouri City and Rosenberg, 
they being the most important points, being on the railroads direct 
from San Antonio. The Southern Pacific Railroad furnished us with 
a private car and Doctor Hamilton, Doctor Norsworthy, and myself 
left at 5 o'clock for Missouri City, thence to Rosenberg. 

We arrived at Missouri City shortly before the through Southern 
Pacific train from the west. We waited there for the through train 
and I saw the guard flag the train and make the conductor snow his 
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certificate of inspection at Rosenberg before permitting the train to 
proceed to Houston. 

We then went on to Rosenberg, where we remained about two hours, 
during which time a train on the Santa Fe Railroad came in from the 
west, and I saw the guard there make an inspection of the train. 

Missouri City is about 19 miles from Houston, and Rosenberg about 
34 miles. 

Freight trains are stopped at the various quarantine stations only to 
look out for tramps. 

I expressed my satisfaction to Doctor Hamilton with his system of 
quarantine, and after telegraphing you we returned to Houston, where 
we arrived between 11 and 12 o'clock p. in. 

I received your telegram Sunday night telling me to go on to Beau- 
mont. I left Houston for Beaumont at 9.20 o'clock Monday morning 
and arrived at Beaumont between 1 and 2 o'clock. Just as we reached 
the city limits of Beaumont the train was stopped, and a quarantine 
guard and a notary public came through the train, and the notary, on 
reaching the middle of each car, would stop and ask if anyone in the 
car had been to Laredo, San Antonio, or any other place infected with 
yellow fever within the last five days. The notary would then ask 
everyone in the car to hold up their right hands and swear they had 
not been within the last five days in any place infected with yellow 
fever. 

I met Dr. J. A. Gibson, the health officer at Beaumont, and asked 
him if he required passengers from the west to swear they had not 
been in an infected district within the last five days. He told me he 
did and that he had instructed his guards to swear each passenger 
separately". 

The Beaumont inspection is very poor. No one is questioned indi- 
vidually unless he should happen to be asleep when the notary swears 
the car; if so, he is aroused and sworn individually. They are simply 
required to give a verbal oath, and no certificate of any kind is 
required. 

I told Doctor Gibson how the guards swore the train I came on from 
Houston, and he said he would correct it. 

The passengers on the through train from Texas last night were 
sworn in the same manner as they were during the day. 

1 think we are amply protected by the quarantine at Houston, as no 
passenger is allowed to pass through Houston if he has been in an 
infected place in the last seven days. 

I told Doctor Brumby about my hearing that a woman came into Hous- 
ton from San Antonio last Thursday night over the Houston and Texas 
Central Railroad, and he explained that fact by saying the quarantine 
was established so hurriedly that they had to take anybody as a guard, 
and the guards on the Houston and Texas Central were careless in their 
work. He discharged the guard for allowing the passenger to get 
into Houston, and has reliable men at all points now. The woman has 
been watched and has remained perfectly well. 

I left Beaumont for New Orleans last night between 10 and 11 o'clock 
and arrived this morning about 9 o'clock. 
Very respectfully, 

C. L. Horton, M. D., 

Medical Inspector. 

Dr. Edmond Souchon, 

President Louisiana State Board of Health. 
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Form of affidavit in use at Houston. 

Houston city and Harris County quarantine. 
Questions: 

1. Where did you stop in Houston? 

2. Where are you from? 

3. What day did you start? 

4. Do you solemnly swear that you have not been in San Antonio or any point 

supposed to be infected with yellow fever within the past seven days? 
Sign names: 

1. . 3. . 

2. . 4. . 

, Texas, , 1903. 

New Orleans, October 27, 1903. 
Dear Doctor: I inclose a copy of Dr. C. L. Horton's report on 
his trip to Beaumont and Houston. Again thanking you for kind 
cooperation, I beg to remain, 
Yours, very truly, 

Edmond Souchon, M. D., 
President Louisiana State Board of Health. 
The Surgeon-General, 

Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service. 

Inspection Service, Mexican border. 

EAGLE PASS, TEX. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Hume reports as follows: Week ended 
October 24, passengers inspected, 291; persons held, 5; Pullman cars 
fumigated, 8. 

El Paso. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Lumsden reports as follows: 

Week ended October 24, 1903. 

Inspection Mexican Central passengers 250 

Inspection Mexican immigrants 57 

Inspection certificate of cause of death — corpse transferred into United States 1 

Detention for 36 hours of passenger from Vera Cruz to complete requisite time 1 

LAREDO. 

Surgeon Guiteras reports as follows: 

Inspection for the weeks ended October 17 and 24, 1903. 



Number of trains inspected 

Number of passengers inspected 

Immigrants inspected 

Number of Pullman cars inspected. 



Oct. 17. Oct. 24 



18 





22 
2 



Statistical reports of States and cities of the United States — Yearly 

and monthly. 

California. — Month of September, 1903. Reports from 39 cities 
and towns, representing a population of 899,406, show a mortality of 
980, including diphtheria 9, enteric fever 15, measles 1, scarlet fever 1, 
whooping cough 1, plague 1, and 131 from tuberculosis. 

San Diego. — Month of September, 1903. Estimated population, 
20,000. Total number of deaths, 22, including 2 from tuberculosis. 



